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BOOK REVIEWS

FOCUS ON A WEATHERFORD “BOY”
A Review of Elmer M. Mills' ESCAPADES OF A DRIFER
by Dr. Leroy TJjomas
Elmer M. Mills—now of Seneca, Missouri—spent his formative years in the shade of “The Hill.”
His dedication for ESCAPADES OF A DRIFTER reads: “to my wife, Bessie, and my dear family who have
provided the love, support, and encouragement to make this dream possible.”
In his “Note from the Author,” Mills says, “This year I will celebrate my eighty-fifth birthday. It
seems as if it were just yesterday that I was a lone drifter, roaming the West like a carefree nomad. I sit
daily and review these tales and marvel at the fact that I wrote them, let alone lived them. The perusal
of these essays brings much joy to this old man’s life—as I hope it will to yours. A lifetime is not too
long to realize your life was worthwhile and can contribute to the lives of loved ones, as well as friends
you vc yet to meet. Enjoy reading the book as I have enjoyed living it.”
Some of the pieces in the collection will be familiar to WESTVIEW readers; we have published
several of Mr. Mills’ sketches that appear in the book, such as “R.B and I” and “Oscar and Vida.”
The book contains thirty-nine selections. Of especial interest to Weatherford readers will be
“Dear Classmates of WHS,” which he wrote to present to his high-school class’ fiftieth anniversary held
in Weatherford on June 6, 1975.
For the past fifty-five years, Elmer and Bessie have made their home in the Ozark hills near
Seneca, Missouri. The family has steadily grown from four children to eleven grandchildren and
sixteen great-grandchildren. Since the 1970’s, following his early retirement, Elmer has spent numer
ous hours compiling the thoughts and memories of his colorful youth into ESCAPADES OF A DRIFTER.
A statement on the back cover of the book reads, “It is with this literary contribution that his
family is indebted to him for his priceless gift of a glimpse into their past.”
Anyone who likes nostalgic humor needs to buy Mr. Mills’ book. Send $10.00 to his grand
daughter-agent, Lori Le Bahn (Posterity Publishing Company; Route 2, Box 218A; Seneca, MO 64865).
Help make a granddaughter happy; Lori has poured a great deal of effort and love into the project. A
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